
?,
? SlffE SUN, SUNDAY MABCH 7 1897. ,v

jtranr- itoowa. "

"'-- ' MaisrtV'oidln.t. .' " 'f
Wo note a further contribution lo the Napo- -

IsonlolKsraturcv of which thorshaa been of late
to copious an outpour. In tho Memoirs of

Due tt llcooio (Appletoiis). This
book-ha- s beta cempllod by Oastox Stieoi.kii
from hitherto unpublished rcinlnlsccncei of the
Duchesso lis Regglo, and It li now first trans-
lated Into English by AMtxANtmi Tkixmiu nc
Mattcio. There Is much less In the volume about
Napoleon thnn ono could wish; tho ltttlo thnt
there Is wfcnhn.il set forth, hut w o shall pass over
the concluding chapters of tho hook, which dnnl
with the last thirty-tw-o year's of the subject's
life, unilof the Restoration and tho July Mon-
archy." llefore marking, however, whnt Is tnld
atiout tbcerent contral llguro of the Napoleonic
epoch we should outline, as briefly as possible

' ' ' the main oroitU In Oudlnot's career.

Nicola Charles Oudlnot wns born In llir-'.e- -

' Due, a town now known to us solely by Its
conserves' Of enrrnnts, on April 25, 17(17.

He was tho eon of n respectable brewer,
Mid his undo on tho mother's stdo was tho
Mayor of his lintlvo town, Ho wits Intend-- '
ed fortrndo, but, ho nd scarcely rcaehod
bis sovonttctiiii your when ho enlisted us n
private In tlio.rc'i'iuiont o Moioc Infantry, then
lu garrison n't Pc'rplgn in. Thrco yours later,
howovcr, In dcforiuco to his mother's solicit

ho cut to N'uiicy to go Into trade, but on
tho outbreak ot tho Involution ho accepted the

, post of Captain of a oouip my of soldiers raised
In In 178U. Homo months later,
though scarcely U2 years old, and far
from rich, ho married MJle. Charlotto Derlln,

j who also was possessed of no fortune. Hho
' boenmo the niothr.'of many children, and died

after twenty yo.iriof married life. Horo we may
mention Hint Oudlnot, In January, 1812. was mar-- i

rled for tho second tlmo to MHo. Do Coney, who
long survived him. Without attempting to fol- -

j low all the InclilciitsofOudinot'smllltnrycnrccr,I i woBlibuld'ohsen'othat, beginning ns n prlvato
- In 17HI, he wus a I.teutcnant-Colone- l In 1701, u

'
I Ilrluttdlcr-ncncr.i- l In 1701. n Ocneral of Dlvls- -

ton In 17U1I, the Comman ler-l- Chief o( tho
Grenadiers In 160.",u Corps Comuiniulcr in 1800,

' a Marshal of tho Empire In tho siuuo year, a
I Marshal nf Franco under Louis XVIII, In 1H14,
t end, under Iiuls Philippe, Urand Chancellor of
I tho IrfMlon of Honor, and Governor of tho Hotel

dos Invalldcs. Hi; died In Paris Sept. 19, .1817.
t No soldier. In, tbu Revolutionary and Napoleonic

' I era could boast ot having been woundrd more
i times than had. Oudlnot. In 1701 ho received a

shot In tho head, and later In the same car had
a lec broken. In 1703 he was wounded by flvo
abro strokes In anight attack; tho ncit year ho

wan wounded by a ball in tho sldo and received
three sabro stroke on tho arms and ono on the
neck. He received n ball Inthebrnast in 17S9,

, and later In the samo year a hall In the shoulder
blade. 'In 1805 ho wiffl woundeilby n. ball In tho
ildc. In 1800 by n ball In tho left anil, and

i later In tho same year, at Wagrnro, he
' was wounded In tho bead. Ho via hit
' by crapeshot durlnc tho fight at Po- -

j loUk Irt August, IP J", and by a ball In the sldo
I at tho Rcrcslna In November of tho same yoar.
I Flnnlly ho was wounded by a ball In the breast
) at thu combat of In March, 1814.

We havo mentioned his military titles. As rc--
I gunls civil dignltlM. ho was a member of tho

Corps Lcglslntif In 1804. Ilurgrss of Neuchfttcl
In 1800, Count of tho Kniplro in 1809, Duo de
IlcggloJu lbOO, ami. lastly. Minister of Stato
and Peer of Krnnco in May, 1814. On cere-
monial occasions lib breast wus literally
covered wlih French and foreign docora-tlon-

Tor instunco, bo was a Knltfht Grand
i Cross of tho L.vion of Honor, and n Grand
(1 Cross of St. ho was a Knisbt of
A tho Onler ot the Holy Ghost, n Knlcht

of tho Italian Order of tho Iron Crown, n Coin-- 9

wanderof tho Saxon military Order of St. Henry,
a Grand Cross of tho Bavarian military Order of
Max Joseph, n Ofntid Cross of tho Dutch mill

I tary Order of Wllllnm, a Grand Cross of tho
Prussian orders of (ho Ited Kactc and the llljck
Easlo.nKnlcht'of the First ClassandOrnndCrnss
of tho Russian Orderof St. Vladimir, and finally
Grand Cordon of tho gpinUh Order ot Charles
III. When ho died, letters of condolence wcro

' received not only from M. Uuizpt, then Presi
dent of tho Council of Ministers, but also from
tho Kin? of Sardinia, the Kttut ot tho Nether-
lands, tho King, of Iiivaria, tho King of
Prussia, and tho Czar ot Itussla. Wo

l add that tho military tradition Inaugu
rated ' Jly Oudlnot was preserved In his
family. Tho eldest son, Victor Oudlnot, took
part In tho campaigns of Wuirram, Spain, Portu
gal, IliutU, LcipzUr, Franco, and Algeria, whoro

' ho obtained thn rank of Llcutonant-Gcneral- ,

j and Anally, rn U !, nf Italy, where he com
manded In chief. He mndo a very energetic pro-- ,
test asralnst thecoupif'(faf of tho2d of Decem
ber, lBftl. Gcn.'nenri Oudlnot. n son of the
Marshal's second marriage, with Mile. De Coucy,

, died In 18!H, after taking a brilliant part In the
principal campaigns ot our time. Ot Marshal
Oudlnot's grandsons, two became Generals of
Division one. n Oonoral ot Iirigado, and the

' fourth', bTUoutcnaut, was Willed at thabattleof
Gravcjqttc, In August, 187a

The first of the Incidents connected with
is of any Interest occurred at

Erfurt.' It 'was recounted to tho Duchcsse de
ItegglO by her husband, w ho had been appointed
Governor ot tho town during tho meeting of tho
aoverelgns and princes convoked thcro by the

I French Kmpcror. It appears that, ulthouRji the
m ipeciflo purpose of tho meeting was to please
1 the invited sovereigns. Napoleon had occasional
J moments of fnrKetfuIncss which prorcntcd him
; from dlTplaylng in his relations nil the fore

thought oxcctcd in u host. "Ono day," re-

lated pinllnot, "we wcro riding into tho
country, tho tno Empurora moving sldo by
aide. At ,n given moment our Eoiperor,
carried away by his thoughts, took tho lead,I, whistling, and seeming to forget about those he

'' was leaving behind. I shall always remember
Aiexandor turning stluly toward his neighbor

F andasklng: 'Are wetofollowt' 'Yss.siro.' I
; rejoined, Napoleon and told him of this little

I scene. ..Ho fell back, offered an explanation, and
that waa the end of W Was it really, asks the
Duohosse, tho end ot ltt Who knows! Auto--r
crats havo singularly sensitive minds. For that
matter, the friendship of tho two Emperors was
by no means as 11 nn as they would then hnvo

' tho world believe, and Alexander retained the
' Instinctive distrust natural to a man who had
, teen forced to witness tho catastrophes of

his country. An Instance of this din-- j
trust la glvon by Victor Oudlnot, who, at

; Erturt;wa one of the Emperor's pages. Wo
j j are told that, one day, tho Emperors, when ont

riding, wero suddenly stopped by n ditch, which
their horses refused to Jump. Young Oudlnot
put bis horse to tho gallop, leaped tho ditch aud

' dismounted ; then, taking Napoleon's horse by
' ' the brfdlo, ho persuaded it to cross tho obstacle.

Alexander, spurring his horso, nUo reached the
other side. Dut tho ofloct of the shock wss that
bis sword belt .broke and his snord full to
the ground. Young Oudlnot picked It up,
and Napuloou, senium nh it he waa doing, said:
"Keop that sword and bring It to mo Inter,"
'Xhcn. looking at Atexandor : "Your havo no ob-

jection, slro," ho added. Quick as thought an
xpresslon of sv.rprlso r.nd of vaguo apprehen-

sion came Into the Czar's eyes, nut, soon re-- .
antoing his calm and confident nttltudo, ho, In a

i tow words, gave his assent. On dismounting
I , from his horso Napoleon salil to Constant, his

J' ' Yalet: "Keop this swonl of Alexander's nnd
j" J five Oudlnot one of mine." Then to young

j Oudlnot hosaidi "Take this sword tomy brother
J of Russia and beg htm. In my namo, to consent to

, J this exchnngo of arms." Tho psgo hurried with It
.1 ' to tlio Czar, who, on hcur(ni; his errand, ordered
j , blin to tell Napoleon that in a few moments ho

, '
i would express to him personally his very sincere

' gratitude. Tho Orand Duke Coustantine, who
' ' wuswithAloxander.letfallthesewnnls: "I say,

M. Oudlnot, if our august master were to give
f me one of his swords, I should take It to bed with('j toe," The pago repented these words to No- -

W poleon, who made lilm go back at oncototho
M ' Grand Duko with a sword, which was received
"If I with transport of Joy,
Mm I ! After tao.deatb. of Xiannes, during the retreat

flmm I 1 the rrmah.froyi ffnlinr.Oodlnot was thought

r 7" '"
worthy of replacing him at the head of the
Beoond Corps. In the subsequent battle ot Wag-ra-

Oudlnot roccircd orders not to attack so
long as thu Archduke Ferdinand did not ad-

vance. In splto of his Instructions, he crossed
tho Rutihtu'b, attacked, tho village of Maulers-dbr- f

and carried It, and thenco continued his
ninreh forward, notwithstanding the opposition
of the Austrian. Nothing could check his im-

petuosity, ftlthouclj his lcft-oa- r was pierced by a
bullet and his horso "as killed beneath him.
Mnailng his battalions, heilroioln tho enemy's
squares and force 1 his way to Wngram, whero
ho received a bullet In his thigh. Never-
theless, he held cut until the victory was as-

sured. Hy .1 o'clock In tho opening the enemy
was retreating nt ovory point. The next day
Napoleon slid to Oudlnot: "Do you known hat
you did yestordayl" " I trust, sire, I did not too
badly do my duty." "Whnt you did was you
ilranrvn tn Imi nlKit!" Knmo davs later, however.
In a letter to the .Minister of War, tho Emperor
said: "It was (Icn. Oudlnot who took W.igrom
on the fills at midday." In a subsequent order
ot tho day the fact wasconflrmod: "Ills Majesty
owen the success of his arms to tho Due do Hlvoll
and Oudlnot, who pierced tho centra of tho
ancmy at tho same tlmo that tbo Duo
d'A tiers tad t turned their Irft." Tho French
pursued tho Austrian ns far as Stnalm,
whero tho last battlo took place, and where a
truce was signed. On tho morrow Oudlnot, ex-

hausted with fntiguo, was ramping amid his
men on that road to Moravia which had twice
boon watered with his blood. Ho was stretched
on k truss of straw whcnCol.dc Flahnut entered
his tent and handed him tcalod inlsslvo from
tho Emperor. It was Oudlnot's promotion to
tho rank of Marshal. A month later ho received
tho domain ot Ilcgglo In Calabria, with tho title
ot Due nnd a errant of HO. 000 francs per unnum.

III.
The Durhrsie do Itejulo had but one in-

terview with Napoleon, This took phico at the
Tulllerlcs In 1313, whllo preparations wrro
going nn for tho campaign of Leipzig. Showos
presented by tho Duchesso do Ibissano, who was
not In tho least oi crowed by the Emperor, but
the younger lady experienced tho agony of
timidity, "I was,"" ls, "much stared
at, but nothing could Incrcaso my distress. I
was absorbed by a single thought, and all tho
rest was but confusion. Ever) thing seemed In a
whirl In that salon. I felt ready to faint,
and I turned so palo that ono of tho
otllccra at thn Emperor's household rnme
nnd offered mo-- n glass ot Malaga nnd n
biscuit." When tho names of tho ladles
wero called out, they entered tho closet In
which tho Emicror was nwaltlng them. Ho
took a step In tbrtr direction, and, nodding
rather than bou Ing, said: " Good day, Mine, la
Ducbepso do Passsno." Then, turning to tho
younger lady, ho gave her tho same nod, and
without changing his form ot speech or his tone
said, " Good day, Mnic. la Duchesso de Regglo."
After a second pnuso the Emperor Inquired of
his wifo about Marshal Oudlnot, nnd then said:
" You are an old married woman, madame." Ho
followed these words with on arch smile which
lit up his faco llko a nty. The young Duchcsse
replied that indeed she had been married fif-

teen months, hut that circumstances had
until then prevented her presentation; she had,
In fnct, followed her husband to Russia. "I
know." replied tho Emperor seriously, but with
a shade of interest, "you havo made along
Journey, nnd," he ndded earnestly, "a very cold
one." After her reception by tho Emperor tho
Duchesse dc Regglo faced without emotion the
brilliant circle of tho Empress Marie Louise nnd
tho inquisitive gate of her ladles. We are told
that tbo Emprris. (all, still, shy, and very tbln,
came forwunl a step to meet her and addressed
to her n fow questions which were kindly
worded. If insignificant In tenor. It seems that,
nt first, Marshal Oudlnot was satisfied with his
wife's account of her reception by the Em-
press, but when, a week later, tho Marshal
was invited alone to tho Eiiiprcs's circle
he either did not go, or else only Just
showed himself. When, two months utterward,
in the environs of Dresden, he wus walking by
the Emperor's side, the latter suddenly asked
after his wife, " Sire," replied tho Mandial, " I
did not think your Mnjesty remembered I had a
wife," " What do you mean I" asked tho Em-
peror sharply. " Why, Sire, she was presented
to ou and the Empress, and her Majesty has
never invited her to her circle. I was ery much
hurt, because, her rank entitles her to It."
" Why don't you make me responsible for all the
blunders of n Mistress of (be Robes I" said tho
Emperor. "Look hero, would you like your
wife to havo a place nt the Empress's court.
This will prove to you, I hope, that I have not
forgotten tho Duchcsse do ltrtrgin." The Mar-
shal thanked him, but oients soon took upon
themselves to solve the question of etiquette.

IV.

We learn from these memoirs tho Interesting
fact that, at SaLnt-Dlzlc- on March 28, 1814.
seven days after tho t combat of

Marshal Oudlnot submitted the
following proposal to the Emperor, with tho
view ot placing himself between tho enemy and
tho Rhino. Oudlnot asked that he might bo
charged with his unaided army corps, it the
Emperor Mas unable to dlsposo ot a larger forco;
wltii that corps ho would march upon tho Rhine,
taking from each of tho fortified places he would
pass nu tho way as many mcu and as much am-
munition ns they could spare, and following the
samo plan with regard to all the places still held
by the French beyond tho Rhino in tho direction
of Vienna. This scheme, which undoubtedly
presented lmmcnso dllUoultlcs and groat un-
certainty as to thn result, offered tho odvontago
of temporarily disconcerting the enemy, and,
pcrhnps.of preventing his march upon Paris, nnd
might, besides, by working upon the spirit of the
population. Induce it to rlso en matsc ugalnst tho
invader. The Emperor, it seems, was, for the
moment, struck with tho Idea, but, In addition
to deeming it tomevt bat late in the day for such
a movement, bo did not think that ho would bo
ablo to dlfipento w Ith the Marshal's army corps.
Hn asked Oudlnot if hewould be willing tomako
tho attempt with cavalry alone. "No, sire," re-

plied tho Marshal, "it would then be a war of
partlnin. I could not accept that mission."

Tho Duchesse de Regglo was ono of thosu tlint
followod the Empress Mario LouUo, who had
been left behind as Regent. In her llltht from
the French capital. She expresses the con-
viction, in which ninny other contemporary ob-

servers concurred, that tho wholo face of things
might hnvo been changed If the Urgent, using
the povter with which sho wns invested, and re-

pelling tho distracted counsels glvon her, had
ilocidcd to itwalt the turn of events In Paris.
Had tho allied sovereigns found nt tho
neat nf Government tho daughter of tho Em
peror of Austria, it is nt least doubtful
whether they would hovo undertaken to expel
her, seeing that they had asserted that their solo
Intent was to dethrone tho Emperor. Thny
would probably hnvo maintained the, Roscnt In
power, liutehothrowup tho cauir, .iuilthualo3t
it, without hnpo of recovery. The Diichcnso do
llci,-gi(- i beard lit the time related with ni'iiiy de-

tails tho resistance, which was subsequently
thought Insttui-- Ivo and prrf rntliiienUI, of tbo
little Klngof Itniiiii, who uttered cries and clung
to curtains of tho Tullcrlc so ns not to coon
what wns represented to him as a wall;.

After Napoleon's abdication nt Fontalneblonii,
Marshal Oudlnot returned to Paris and recog-
nized the restoration ot iho llourlxins, repre-
sented by tho provisional gm eminent. Ho was
at once appointed n Minister of Slate, with a
seat III the Council, Ills wife, however, did not
forget to pay her roipccts tn tho cvEtnprem
Josephine, whn was then ill at Mahiihlsnn. Sho
wus shown into a drawing room next lo thu
gallery, where tbo Princess wis cloielod,
she was told, with Mine, de .Stool, The Em-
peror's personal enei.iy accms to hnvo thought
It lu gtoil tnslo to put In nn nppo.ir.uiro at
that tlmo at Mnlmnlrnn. Tho act might lnvo
been regarded an kindly In Itself, If thnvtnninn
of genius hail not been eager to oplo tb
opportunity In favor of her study of thn human
heart. When thecx-Empr- and Miiie.do Htul'l
appeared, tho former worn nn air of grant
excitement and emotion, and tho latter rapidly
went out. It was n curiuja coincidence that
during their conference thoro had hocu shown
into the drawlna-room- , tn addition to the

iDucbtsso do.. Regglo, the Countou .Walowska,

he Polish lady to whom the' Emperbr 1. known
to havo attached himself so' fondly during the
campaign of 1800. These two women, of whom
ono (Mme. de StaOl) had detested the Emperor,
whllo tho other hail loved him too well, drawn
as they wore by the same Impulse toward
tho repudiated consort, presented a strango
contrast. Josephine, however, gavo hor visitors
no tlmo to reflect upon the lingular meeting,
for, nf tcr responding to Mine, do StnCl'e farewell
courtesy, sho quickly enmo up to the thlmnoy
bcsldo which her visitors wcro standing, and
said, without any proambjar'" I havo Just il

in cry painful intorvlowj Would you
that, among other questions which Mme.

do Stael thought lit to put to me, sho asked me
whether I still lovod tho Empqrort Sho
seemed to wish to annlyzo my heart in
tho preaenco of this great misfortune. I, who
hnvo never reused to lovo tho Emperor In tho
midst ot his greatness, did she think that I
would now (irow told toward hltnt" Tho

was already very ill. Her hood was
wrnppcd in a largo English shawl; sho was
flushed, hor breathing wus oppressed, and she
complained of catarrh. Ono could see that alio
was suffering In both body nnd soul. Biio con-
ducted nlmost tbo whole of the conversation,
talking with a froedom Inspired probably by tho
sympathy which sho siw Imprinted' upon her
visitors' features. When sho withdraw' sho
rondo them promtso to return and dine with her
tho next Sunday, llefore then sho waa dead.

V.

Marshal Oudlnot wns In command of tho
Guard at Mctz when an express from

tho War Olllre brought him tho nows of the Em-
peror Napoleon's landing at Cannes. Unwlllln
(o piny a doublo part, ho remained faithful to
Iiuis XVIII. until Ills troops, whom he under-
took tn lead against the Emperor, hoisted tho
tricolor. Returning to Mctz, h'o placed the
town In n stato of slcgo, but hero, too, tho tri-
color waa soon hoisted. Soon ntterward ho
received an order from the Emperor, who,
meanwhl!c,'had arrived In Parfs, ordering him to
reliro to his estates in, Lorraine. A few days
afterward, howeicr, ho wni recalled to Paris,
and Immediately upon his arrival Gen.
Bertram! was sent to fetch him to the
Emperor. Tho latter on seeing htm went
up to him nnd said in a tone that waa
hnlt ironical nnd half severe: "Well, M. le Duo
do Kcggiol And whnt have tho nnnrbons done
for you more than I to make you want to defend
them so finely against my approach)" The
Marshal's reply was ready to hand; he had
nothing to deny and nothing to excuse; and it
was received favorably as n request for inaction,
of which the reason waa well understood. "I
will sorve no one since I shall not serve you,
aire," said tho Marshal. "I ahall remain In my
retirement; but pray have sufficient confidence
in me not to have mo spied on by younpollce. I
conld not endure that." With this the Inter-
view ended. A few days later the Marshal dined
with tho Emporor, but they did not see each
other again alone.

The comment of the Duchesso de Regglo on
tho events that swiftly followed the defeat of
Napoleon at Waterloo runs thus: "Tho Em-
peror cannot long havo retained Illusions touch-
ing the chancca of power which remained to
him; because In 181.1 It was much lens thn wish
ot the nation than that of the army which had
brought him back from Elba." Elsewhere, how-
ever, she adds, with more feeling: "The Em-
peror had retired to Malmalson, where he lived,
disarmed and powerless from the forco of
things. How great must have been his
moral sufferings! It must 'bo admitted,
nevertheless, that at tills moment of
reaction, when the personal interests of
every ono wero at stake, the general attention
was, for n while, turned away from .him. His
departure, his Journey to tho roast, and even his
embarkation upon the English ship, the Ilellero-pho-

did not at first attract public notice. It
was not until later, when peoplo had heard of his
magnificent letter to tho Hrltlsh Government,
and had 'beheld tho manner In which that Gov-
ernment abu-e- d the confidence placed in them by
a disarmed enemy, that the remembrance ot
many, and the sympathy of some, returned to
tho illustrious exile." '0

It seems that Ocn. Rapp, formerly an aide-deca-

of tho Emperor, had, although devoted
to his memory, nevertheless accepted a place at
the court of Louis XVIII. He was In attendance
upon his Majesty when the latter received tho
news ot Napoleon's death at St. Helena. The
King heard an outcry of regret, and, turning
round, saw Rapp's manly features covered with
tears. "(Weep without restraint, my dear Gen-
eral," said the King. " I understand and pity
your natural sorrow."

sill, de HontlJ.
Miss Euzadbtu Gilbert Marti has trans-

lated, and tho Messrs. Scrlbner have published,
tbo latest of the Interestlngblogrnphics compiled
by M. Imdkiit uk Sai.vt-A- anii (ScWbiur's). The
volume before us Is devoted to Louit Xapolton
and Milt, de Montijo. Aside from his literary
experience the author is, to this extent, qualified
for this particular task, that he boa soen the
court of the Second Empire near at hand. Ho
has witnessed all the nets of the drama. He
saw, for instance, the Empress Eugenie go into
Notre Datno on tho day of her marriage, and he
waa very near to her in the same church when
sho went with her son to hear tho Te Deum
chanted for the victory of Solfortno. He used to
be Invited to the pablla and the private enter-
tainments of the court, and to those fancy balls
where tho sovereign appeared, sometimes. In a
splendid costume, and at other times hid her
beauty under mask and domino. He saw the
Universal Exposition of 1807, the apotheosis of
the reign, and the crushing dlssstera that
came after. In n word, ho wns proscnt at
the birth of tho cmplru and witnessed
Its last agony. Wo should add, howeror,
that In the present voluiun tho author has not
undertaken a complete delineation of Parisian
society under tho Socond Empire. Here he con-
fines himself to a rapid glance at the early lives
of the Emperor and Empress, nnd brings this in-

stallment ot the narrative to a close with their
marriage. It Is principally upon what M. de
Salnte-Aman- d has to tell about the young lady
who waa to booome an Empress that we shall
dwell in the present notice.

I.

It was on May S, 1828, five years to a day
nftor the death ot Napoleon I., that thcro came
into tho world in tho romantic city of Grenada
n child destinad tn become the wifo of Napoleon
III. The municipality havo affixed a plaquo
with an npproprlato Inscription on the front of
tho house whero cho was born. No. IsCallodo
Gratia. In tbo records of her birth and baptism
tho futuro sovereign la cicslgnnied under tho
namo of Mario Eugjnlo Ignace Augustine,
daughter ot Don Clprlano fluzman Palnfox y
Porto-Carrcro- , Count of Tebn, Marquis of
Arsales, ginndco of Spain, nnd of Ma-
ria M.inuoln do Klrkpntrlck y Grlvccni'e,
Comtcsso do Telia, Marqucsa do Arjalln. At
tho tlmn of the Empress's birth her father
was still stylnd tho Cnii)te di T eba. Ho did not
iismnio tho title of Comto do Montijo, belonging
to his cldor brother, until after tho Intter's doath.
Tho origin of his Illustrious family goes back
further than the Institution of nobility. Among
Ms ancestors ho counted Alfonso Perez dc Guz-
man, that horn of tho thirteenth century
whoso oxplolts aro zllll rccoiintrd by Span-
ish peasants, as well an Gonsalvo do
Cordova, surnaniod thu Groat Cnptuln, nnd
Antonln do Ico, tlio must skilful of tho
generals of Charles V. Mnrla Mnnucln do
Kirkputrlck, who married tho Comto do Toba
ami bflcnmu tho mother of tho Empress Eu-
genic, was descondi'd from a reputable family of
thu Iiw Countries, Hint of Orlveitncc, whoso
members lived In Litre, nnd wero soverul times
enrolled among its Aldermen. Honrl do

born at I.lt'RO In June, 1784, established
himself lu hiislucHsnt Malaga, where ho married
aSpanlKh woman, Antonhi do (lallrgos. From
this inurrlngo wero lorn two daughters, Fran-cnls-

and Catherine, rrnncolsn married, nt
tho close of tho olghteeuth century, Ilnron Wil-
liam Kirkpatrick, belonging to nn Illustrious
Scottish fumtly, tho hoad of which had liccn
created a Uarou In 1''27. William ICIrkpatrlck's
devotion to the cause of the Stuarts had
compelled him to leave Scotland and ami-.

r

.grate to the United States, and the
Arosrlcan Government appointed him lta Con-

sul at Malaga. At this period there was resid-

ing al Cadiz, In tho capacity of Charge d'Affolres
ot tho French republic, Mathlou de Lcssops, sub-

sequently. Prefect and Count of the Empire,' He
had married Catherine de Gxivrgncc, nnd thus
it happened thnt his son Ferdinand, tbo creator
of tho Suez Canal, wan Iho first cousin of the
mother of tho Empress Eugenic, Maria Mnnuola
Kirkpatrick, after completing her education In
n Parisian school, went to the house of her
aunt. Mine. Mathlou do Lcssops, and thcro mndo
tho acqunlnlnnco of tho Comto de Teba. Tho
Count nnd tho young girl returned to Spain
almost at the samo tlmo, and wcro married In
Grenada. From this inarrlago wcro born, Jan.
20, 1825, Francolno, afterward tho Duchesso
il'Albn, nnd, May o, 1820, Eugenic, the future
Empress. It. Is north adding that Mnria
Manilla Klrkpairlck, mother of the Empress of
the French, had it sister, Henrietta, who married
tho Cointe Francois do Cabarrus, son of tho
former Minister ot Finanro to King Charles III,
of Spain, nnd brother ot Thcrcse Cabarrus, tho
celebrated beauty who wns, successively, tho
Marquise do roptenny, Mmo. Tallinn, and the
Prlncccso do Chlmay.

H.

It Is n curious fact that ntter tho failure of
Louis Napoleon's attempt to Induco tho gnrrlson
of Stroaburg to march with him on Parts, ho
enme near meeting for on hour tho young girl
who was afterward to become his wlfo. Ho was.
It is well known, arrested and brought to Paris,
where, on Nov, 12, 1830, ho spont two hours at
tho Prefecture of Police. Tho apartment in
which ho waa received by tho Prefect, M. Ga-

briel Delasart. was tho large dining room of tho
Prefecture. In this vory hull the two children
of tbo Prefect canio almost ovrry morning
to take lessons In gymnastics with two very
young Spanish girls, tho older of whom wus, ono
day, to be tho Duchesso d'Alba, and tho younger
tho Empress of the French. Tho Prlnco. of
course, never suspected that, on his road to exilo

he was sont tn tho United States he hail halted
for some hours Inn room entered noarly every
day by tho child destined to sit with him upon
tho throno of France. Sixteen years later, when
Naioleon III. announced his marriage to tho
great legislative mid ndmlnlstrntlvo bodies of
tho Said, ho said that his betrothed wns "a
woman ot high birth, a French woman by
inclination and education." Mirny persons
supposed at tho tlmo that. In thus speak-
ing, Napoleon III. exaggerated the facta in
order to render their new sororelgn more
acceptable to the French people. This, however,
wns not tho case. Under the name of Porto
Carrero, the Comto do Tebn had displayed

valor and had becomo a Colonel of ar-
tillery In tho army of Napoleon I. No French-
man had shown greater devotion to France than
hail this Spanish gentleman, and ho had brought
up his daughters in sentiments of respect and
admiration for tho Emperor's memory. At
Madrid his house on tho Callo del Sordowas
tilled from top to bottom with souvenirs ot
the Napoleonic regime Moreover, the futuro
Empress learned tho Imperial legend from
two great story tellers. Prosper Merlmfo
and "Stendahl" (Henri Boyle). Mcrimeo
saw a grunt deal of the Comto and
Comtcsso do Teba at Madrid during
the childhood of Eugrnlo. Many a time would
tho young French visitor In the Cnlle del Sordo
atroko tho golden hair of the little Eugenie,
whllo hor mother, who knew tho romantic his-
tory of Spain by heart, repeated legends of the
Moorish kings, tho exploits nf tho Campeador,
nnd tho souvenirs of l'dlncle and Don Pedro.
It was she who told Mcrlinfe tho anccdoto
which he made tho subject of Carmen. When,
subsequently, the family of tlio Cointe de Telia,
whoby his elder brother's death, had becomo
Comte do Montijo, came to Paris, Mcrimeo
used to tako the daughters ont walking, cor-
rect their French exercises, and give
them lessons in writing nnd style. In
Paris, M. Henri Ileylo likewise frequented tho
salon of the Comtcsso do Montijo, and told her
little girls talcs about Napoleon which delight-
ed them. Long afterword, tho Empress used to
say that tho evenings when M. lloyle came wcro
things apart. "Wo expected them with Impat-

ience1, because, on those daje, wesat up later.
And his stories did umuso us so." One likes to
picture to oneself tho little girls seated on
lleylo's knees, drinking in his words, while hu
unfolded, episode by episode, the prodigious
drama he had witnessed, doubtless with
tho vividness with which he has described
tho battle of Waterloo In the "Chartreuse de
Parme." In 1S37 tho future sovereign nnd her
sister entered the Convent of tho Sacred Heart
in the Rue de Varennr, Paris, whero she partook
r her first communion. She was known thcro
by one of her ancestral names, Palafoi. Euginlo
Palnfox. as sho waa then called, was a gay and
charming young girl, much beloved by tho nuns
and their pupils. Sixteen years later, when she
waa affianced to the French Emperor, her first
visit was to the convent, whero the happy years
of her childhood had been spent.

III.
Eugenlode Montijo lost her father In March,

1830. On the first tidings of his illness sho nnd
her elder sister had left France, accompanied by
their governess, Miss Flower, to rejoin him at
Madrid. "You would not believe," wrote
Merimee ot tho time, "the chagrin I experi-
enced at their departure." They wrro now 13
aud 11 yearn old, that Intermediate age when
the woman begins to peer through the eyes ot
the child, with braids of hair hanging
down their backs, and an edge of em-

broidered pantelottes peeping below their petti-
coats. Tho beauty of the second daughter was
as yet only In tho prophetic stage, but alrcndy
ono rocognlznd a certain veiled glance and an
Inimitable liend ot tho neck. Hero wo should
note that, after her husband's death, the Com-
tcsso do Montijo liecnmo a female politician.
Sho belongod to tho party of Marshal Narraoz,
and her salon exercised n certain Influence In
Mndrld. Grandees, members of the Cortes, tho
dlplumatlo corps, nnd the lenders of art and
literature met there on Sunday evenings by ap-
pointment. During tho summer the Comtcsso
lived on hor estate of Carabanchol, and hero, an
well as In Madrid, sho gave little balls and got
up society comodles. Mcrimeo, who wns a fre-
quent visitor, put his talent as a mechanic,
sceno painter, promptor, and stage manager at
the dlsposkl of tho hospitable. Comtosse.

The two daughters of Mme.de Montijo soon
excited general admiration, and ono of tho ques-

tions mooted in Madrid society was which of tho
two was the moro beautiful. Their admlrors
wero divided Into two camps, Tlio elder, at the
ago of nlnotoon, mode a brilliant marriage with
the Duo d'Alba, twolvo times grniidco nf Hpnln,
Tho younger waa thus spoken of In January,
1833, lu tlio JtcritctlfH Deiuc Mondts, by M, do
Mazadc, who, toward tbo end of Louts Phil-Ippo-

reign, had been charged with a
mission In Spain: "Mile. Euginlo do .Montijo
had made n great reputation In Madrid so-

ciety by her during iiiingliiutlon and tho ardent
vivacity of Iter charactor. Sho impressed ono
by n sort nf vlrlln grace which might easily havo
mnde her a heroine nf romance, and, beforo

the Imperial dlndrm, she proudly wore
thnt rrown of hair whoso color n Vcnotiau
pnlnter would have loved." Thn two slsterx
wcro vory much noted nt tbo tlmcof tho fftcs
given at Madrid for tbo teluhrnted Spanish
marriages, that nt cjiieen Isabella with her
cousin, tho Infante Francis of Assist, und that of
tho Infanta Ionise, tlio Quern's sister, with tho
Due do Montpensler, son of Inls Philippe. Wo
learn from an cyewltmss thai, nt tho soiree
ghen by the French AmhnsH.idnr In October,
1840, tho Due. d'Auniiilc, who had accompanied
his brother, the Due do Montpensler, to Madrid,
had a very long conversation with Mile. Eugenlo
do Montijo, and fell under the spell of her wit
and beauty. It Is picas nt tn know thnt thu
Due d'Aiimalo hun not forgotten this Incident of
his youth, but has recently recalled It to tho
widow of Napoleon III,, for whom ho proteoses ii
chlvnlruuH respect.

In the cnr following Iho Spanish marriages,
Mine, do Mnnlljo nttninod tho highest position
nt Court with which n woman ran bo intrusted
in Spain. Sho was appointed by Queen Isabella
camarera mayor, or First Lady of tho nedcluwn-ber- .

She held tho post, howovcr, for only a vory
short time, resigning it in loss Uucn three

l

months, for. the reason that an intrigue had
been formed to doprive her of the Queen's confi-
dence. Mme. nnd Mile, do Montijo wero In Ma-

drid when tho revolution of Feb. 24, 1848, broke
out In Franco, nnd thoy followed Its phases
and results with kcon attention. From
Fob. 10 to Dec. 20, 1840, Prince Napo-

leon, son ot King Jcromo Ilonapnrto, former
sovereign of Westphalia, was tho Ambassador
of Franco nt Madrid. It Is said that ho cnncolrod,
nt this time, u groat ndmlrntlon for Mile, da
Montijo, nnd oven thought of nsklng her in mar-
riage, but that tho Idea was not encouraged,
either by hor or by her mother. In the couso of
tho year last named, tho Comtcsso do Montijo
nnd her daughter camo to Paris. Llko all for-
eigners of distinction, they wero proscnt regu-
larly nt tho ffltcs of the Klyscc, nnd tlio Prince-Preside-

received them with tho attention due
to their rank. No one, as ycl, foresaw, however,
that tho Prlnco would fall in lovo with tho young
and bonutlfu) Spanish woman, who, for nil
that, had mndo an impression on him
tho first tlmo ho met her, and ono thnt con-
stantly Increased. Tho persons whom Mine, do
Montijo nnd hor daughter saw most of nt this
period woro not Ilonnpartlstn. They visited tbo
Marquis nnd Marquise do Damplarro al tho
Chateau do Plassac, and, in Paris, they usunlly
frequented tho houses of Lngitlmlcts or Orlean-lsts- .

Thoro was, in truth, no llonnpartlst society
nt that time. Tho ollklal world and tho Min
isters themselves wcro not. In reality, partisans
of l)iils Napoleon, Wo aro assured by M. do
Saint-Aman- nevertheless, thnt Mile, do
Montijo, who had been brought up from child-
hood on tho Najiolcotilc epic, htlloved
In n speody restoration of tno em
pire. Tho passionate Interest which sho
displayed in tho success of tho rouprfWof of
Dec. 2, IH.1, profoundly nffeotod tho Prlnco-Presiden- t.

M. Augusto Filon has asserted that
his Inclination for her begnn in 181'.), and
"sprang up stronger than over when the young
enthusiast. In Iho height of tho Docombcr battlo,
Iwforo tho result hid been decided, wrote tn tho
Prlnco to plnco nil she possessed at his disposal,
in tho event of failure."

IV.
In splto of vohement protests from Irrecon-

cilable republicans like Victor Hugo, thu year
that followed tho coup d'etat was a sorles of In-

cessant ovations for the Emperor Napoleon lielr
Tho quondam postscript pnssod his llfo under
triumphal arches. Nevertheless, to
M, dcSalnt-Aman- ho forgot tho fetes, tho re-

views, tho applause, tho fanfares, to remember
llruycre'n sentence: "A beautiful face is thn
most beautiful sight of all, and tho sweetest
harmony Is the tono of volco of tho woman
whom we love." An ocular witness has testified,
that it was between n sojourn nt Fontaincblenu
and a sojourn at Compltgno that Louis Napo-
leon's lovo was observed lo grow with groat
rapidity. Tho author ot this book describes
theso sojourn! at considerable length. It
wns on Nov. 11, 1852, that tho Prlnce-Prrsldc-

left Saint Cloud to go to
whero ho Intended lo sieud several

days nnd rccclvo a certain number of guests. On
tho following dny tlio guests arrived from I'Ario
by n special train. Among them wero tho Prin-
cess Mnthllde. Prince Napoleon, tho Ministers
for Foreign Affairs and for War, the llritlsh

and also tho Comtrsso dc Montijo nnd
her daughter, MHo. Eugnio. No one, nn yet.
Imagined thnt three months later the uungiind
brilliant Spanish woman would Ira Empress of
the French. Sho and her mother wcro modestly
lodged nt the chateau in the lyiuls XV. wing,
where they occupied rooms on tho second story,
looking out on the En.illsh garden. Thcro wan. It
seems, a gront hunt with tho hounds in tho forest
on Nov. 13. The rrndc.ous waa at

author reminds us that, from n pic-

turesque point of view, nothing can surrnss
tho forest of Fontnliieblenu when llluinlnnted
bya radiant autumnal sun. Amid this enchant-
ing scenery. Mile, de Montijo, riding a horse
from tlio Prince's stable, appeared llko an
Intrepid Amaron. Sho followed tho chase with
a fearlessness admired by all the cavaliers. In
tbo evening tbo ceremony of the "Curio nux
IlambcuiTx " took place In the magnificent oval
court, at one rnd of which rises the baptistery
of Louis XIII. It pleased tho Prince-Presiden- t

to show the young girl, whom ho greatly ad-

mired, those two masterpieces of nature and art,
tho forest and the palace of Fontnlnchlcnu. As to
tbo palace, It Is assuredly tho most Intoresting
and most fairy-lik- e of the imperial or royal resi-
dences. Every epoch from . ml of St. I,ouis to
ournwndayls represented there byndmlrnblo
specimens of architecture, decoration, nnd furni-
ture. Whnt n frame to srt off tho benuty
of a woman is this chateau, whero so many
enchnntrcs'es hnvo shone, and whero lively
imaginations call up spirits so magnltlcnntl In
passing through tho galleries of Francis I. and
Henri II. one seems to catch n glimpse of tho
heroines of the Valols court, of the demottelleit
d'honneur of Catherine dcMcdlrl.of tho radiant
Mary Stuart, of tho magical Dlnno de Poitiers.
Thochntoau, In truth, seems a place haunted by
the phantoms of the princesses nnd favorites of
other days. Mile, do Montijo expressed a wish
to visit tho apartments occupied by Maris An-

toinette in her days of splendor; the talon of
her ladles of honor; bermusla room; tho bou-
doir, with her monogram incnistcd in tho
solid mahogany floor; tho bedroom, which
has ticen called tho Chamber of the Five
Maries, in memory of live sovereigns who
Inhabited it-- do Medici. Marie Thcrcse,
wlfo of I,oula XIV,, Mario Antolnetto,
Mario Louise, and Mario Amollo. Tho author of
the book liefore us queries whether, when paus-
ing there, Mile, do Montijo had not a presenti-
ment that this legendary rhnmlier would soon
lie hers. The 14th of November was tho vigil of
St. EugCnle, Mile, do Moutljn'n patron saint.
The Prince profited by tho occasion to offer her
n bouquet. At the samo tlmn he presented her
with tho horso sho hnd ridden on tho day nf the
hunt, a horse wbnea udmlrablo qualities sho had
fully appreciated. During the four days nf tho
sojourn at Fontiiinoblcnu Iiuls Napoleon dis-
played thn utmost respect for tho young Span-
iard, yet without divulging his real feeling, and
no ono thus far suspected that ho had any idea
of presently asking for her hand.

V,

Rytho plebiscites of Nov. 21 and 22, 1832,
the peoplo of France declared by nearly 8,000,-00- 0

nyea against 280,000 noea in favor of ,-

tbo Prlncc-Prusldau- t into tho Emperor
Napoleon III. On Dec. 1 tho members ot tho
Senates ami tho Corps Ijitlatif mndo known
tho result otllclully to tho Prince-Preside- nt
Saint Cloud, nod nn tbo next day tho new

wns Inaugurated throughout tho em-

pire. On Dec. 18, nt tbo chnteaii of Compltgno,
tho Emperor Inaugurated tboso sojourns which
wero to become wi famous, Invitations to which
wcro hs much sought after as wrro those of
Louis XIV. to Marly. Tho Journey had been

lor several days, Ibu Emperor having
determined to wait until Mile, do Montijo
should havo recovered from n cold. Among tho
guests, besides tho Cnmtosso do Montijo and
her daughter, worn Pnnco NaHiloon, tho Prln-cen-

Mathlldo and Prlnco Muwt, Iho
of England and of Spain, tho Ministers

of l'orcUn Affairs, nf War, nnd of tho Interior;
thoDurdoMiiuchy, tlioPrlucu do la Moskown,
tho Murquls mid Marquise do Piuloue, mid tho
Marquise do Coutades, daughter ot thu Marshal
do Caitolluni), Tho Emperor bud, at first, in-

tended toicmuln but four dajs at tbocliatenu.
As a matter of fact, ho remained cloven, not

to tho Tullerles until Doc. 28. Forhliu,
tho great nttrnctlun of CnuiplcKiiu had been tho
Joy ot living under thu tamo roof ns Mile, do
Montijo, bitting with hor at tabln, listening to

j her lively and glowing conversation, nnd seeking
to gain her heart. Accustomed although he wus
to master and conceal his emotions, ho had not
found it easy to restrain his passion. As much
inliivoaan )oung man of twenty, ho wus soft-
ened, subdued, and fascinated. Yet ho nuver

from tho most correct rcsurve, nor gave
tho )iiiing girl so much admired any precedence
which would havo liccu contrary to etiquette.
Ills nttltudo throughout this first of the

sojourns seems to have been Irreproacha-
ble. I'uMdbly his projoc tod murrlagew us already
settled In his mind, but neither Mine, do Montijo
nor her daughter ns yet knew anything about It.
Tho courtiers treated tho charming Spanish
wouianjiisvXoreiguor of distinction, worthy ot

all respect, but net at all as a future empress.
Touching this point, the author of this
book remarks thnt thoso who way have
believed that Napoleon III. thought for on in-

stant of obtaining tbo favor of Mile, do Montijo
otherwise than by marrlngo could havo had but
Ilttlo knowledge of the character of tho noblo
and haughty young girl, or of tho profound re-

spect In which tho Emperor held her. Wo are
reminded of nn Incident related byM.doMnupns
In his "Memolrcssur le Second Empire" : Onn
bright autumnal morning, during this stny nt
Compltgno, tho Empcinr, nccnmpanlcd by n few
persons only, ijmoiuf whom wero Minc.'and Mile,
do Montijo, was walking In tho park, Tlio
lawns wcro covered with nn abundant dew, and
tho rays ot tho sun gal o the drops still hanging
on Iho herbago tho glow nnd transparent y of
diamonds. Mile, do Montijo called attention
to a elovor leaf so gracefully charged
with dew drops that ono might halo thought It
n real gem fallen from tomo ornament. When
tho walk was over tho Emperor drow nsldo
Comto llncchlochl, who started for Paris n few
minutes later. Tho next day ho brought Kick a
charming trinket, which was no other than a
trefoil, oach of whoso leavos bore it superb dia-
mond dewdrop. The Count hail caused tho leaf
so much admired by his future sovereign on tho
previous day to bo imitated to perfection. In the
evening n lottery was drawn at tho chateau,
and It wns so managed thnt this trefoil should
lio won by MHo. do Montijo. In tho Emperor's
mind tho trinket was tho equivalent of an en-

gagement ring. No ono except himself, how-
ever, ns yet attached this Idol to tho present
which tbo beautiful Spaniard had received.

It was on the first day of 1833 that Napoleon
III. seems to havo formed n fixed resolution to
marry Mile, de Montijo. If ho had hesitated, his
hesitation was ovcrromo by an Incident which
occurred at tho Tullerles, In tlio hall of tho Mar-
shals, on Iho evening ot Dec. 31, 1852, On thnt
evening tho Emperor showed hlrasolf n different
man from Louis XIV,, who had allowed iho

Mario Mancinl to depart. Whnt took
place wns this: Mile, do Montijo, who was lean-
ing on tho arm of Col, do Toulongcon, having
pnssed In frontof the wife nf a high ofllclal, the
latter gnvo vent to her III humor In some offensive
words. Very much moved, MIlo.doMontiJocom-plulno- d

toNnpolcnn III. and made htm under-
stand that sho could remain no longer in n court
whereflhe was treated In such a. way. The Em-
peror answered her, "I will nvengo you." Tbo
next day he askod her In marriage. She was
then living with her mother nt 12 Place Yen-dom-

on the first story, very near the Hotel du
Rhln, where Louis Napoleon had been lodging
when ho was elected President of tho republic.
On Jan. 12, 1853, the grand baits of the Second
Empire wcro inaugurated at tho palace
of tho Tullerles. Tho ball opened with a
quadrille of honor, which Naiateon III.
danced with Lady Cowley, Iho Ambassadress
of England. He danced another quadrlllo
with Mile, do Montijo, whose resplendent benuty
and extrcmo elegance excited universal admira-
tion. Of nil the women present she was assur-
edly the most beautiful. Rut up to this moment
no one had guessed that beforo tho end of the
month she would reign ns sovereign in the pat-ac- o

whero she wns still only an invited guest. It
was not Mile, de Montijo, but the Ambassadress
of England whom tbo Einperorled to supper In
the theatre ot tho chateau, where four hundred
ladles took their scats. After this Tullerles ball,
however, peoplo began talking of the Emperor's
marriage. On Jnn. 10,1853, the Marquise do
Contadcs wroto to her father, Marshal Castel-lan-

"You must hear, even so faraway, the
echo of tho rumors of Paris, whero nothing is
talked of but thu marriage of tho Emperor and
Mile, de Montijo. Eh, well Ilctwccn our-
selves. It may como to pass. The Emperor has
conceived n very violent passion for her, nnd ho
seems to mo to tako tho thing quite In earnest.
As for her, sho conducts herself with reserve
and dignity. From tho political point of view,
this marriage seems, at first glance, to have in-

conveniences; but, If it docs not t.ilco place, it Is
moro than probablo that tho Emperor will not
marry ot all, seeing that his repugnance to
marriage up to the present has been but too well
proven, nnd that certain old Englith chains
thu reference, ot course. Is to Miss Howard, who

liad followed Ixnils Napoleon from Ixmdon to
Paris), which nre still tolerably Ann, and
which are tho terror of those who lore him, may
restrain him." Referring to Mile, de Montijo,
the Marquise de Contaden added: "The young
girl Is pretty, good, and nitty, and, along with
this, I believe she has much energy and nobility
of soul. I have been watching her a good deal
ot late, and I hnvo observed nothing but what
Is good." About the samo time Marshal Castel-lane'- s

other daughter, tho Comtcsso do Hatz-fcl-

wife of the Prussian Ambassador at
Parts, wrote to hor father: "Theynro talking
In this town of tho Emperor's marriage with
Mile, do Montijo. This news needs confirma-
tion. If it is true, he will, nt least, have a
beautiful wife; thnt is something for him.
It means preferment by choice." Tho Mar-
shal, who wns then commanding the army
of Lyons, replied ns follows: " For my part,
I am glad of It. I hardly suspected when
Madame, her mother, came to mo at Perplgnan,
July 21), 1834, lending hor and her sister by tho
hand, for she had two little girls with her, nnd n
little boy named Paco, that tho younser of tho
girls would lie Empress of tho French ono day.
Tho Comtesse de Montijo wns then fleeing from
Spain, nnd I gnvo her letters of recommendation
to our relatives In Toulouse. I find her described
tn my notes of the period as between thirty and
thirty-fiv- e years old, tall, fine looking still, and
with a rcraarkablo mind. Mme. do Montijo wns
very kind when I saw her ngnln in lfitO, with
her daughter. Eugenie. In Mile, do Montijo the
Emperor will havo a very beautiful, very Intelli-
gent, and, I think, n very good wife. Mme. do
Montijo will havu realized n tlno dream."

ill.
The rumors concerning the Emperor's betroth-

al still encountered many unbelievers, until
thn following notlco was published in tho Mont-teu- r

of Jun. 10, 1853: "Tlio bureau of the
Senate, tbo bureau of tho CorjM Leaitlattf and
tho members of tbo Council nf Stato will meet
on Saturday at the Tullerles to rccclvo a

from the Emperor In relation to his
marriage." Thenceforward all Paris know that
Napoleon III. wns atllnnced to Mile. EtigCnle do
Montijo. Tho news, of course, occasioned sur-
prise, but, in general, men of feeling received It
sympathetically and appreciated tho chlralrlo
sentiments which had Inspired the Emperor's
resolve. If thcro wcro adverse criticisms of
any weight, thoy proceeded from statesmen
who would havo desired a princess of royal
or Imperial blood for Napoleon III, Captious
objections came especially from n smalt group
of coquettish and ambitious women, who, jeal-
ous already of the striking benuty of .Mile, do
Montijo, could not sec her elevated to tho su-

premo rnnk without a spiteful pang. These
murmurs, howoier, wcro stilled by the great
volco at tho masses, affected, as they always
nre, by thoughts springing from thn heart; mid
tho speech presently delivered by Nnpolcnn III,
appealed to popular sensibility. This discourse,
at oncu reasonable and sentimental, cupthntcd
the French nation and evoked nn echo through-
out the world.

At noon on Saturday, Jan. 22, tho thrco great
constituent bodies nascmblod In thu Throno
Room of the Tullerles to listen lo tbo com-
munication from thn sovereign. Standing
In front of tbu throne, with Prlnco Jcromo
nu his right ami Prlnco Nnpolcou on his
loft, tbo Emperor read tho following

in a vlhnuit nndvmplntlc voice: "Ocn-llcmei-

I comply with the wish so ciflni iimni
tested by the country, In coming to announce to
you inv marriage. Tlio union wiili h I contract
Is not iiinciord with i he political traditions of un-
dent times; therein llet Its advantage, Prance,
by lt muc'chbIw! resolutions, ImH been rudoly
separated fniin tbu rest of Europe; every juilf-ciou.-

Government should aim at its return
within tho pala nf tbo ancient monarchies;
this result, however, will l much moro
surely iiliiilned by a frank and upright
policy ,nnd bj loyal rrniis.ii tlons than by
rciynliillliiiiccs which creato 'also security ind
often substitute family inten sis for tHumof tho
nation. Moreover, tbo ox.iiuples ot Iho pasthao loft superstitious belleis In tho minds of
tho people; the) havo not forgotten th.it. for tlio
Inst seventy-H- i o joars. foreign princesses havo
nscended tho stops of tho throne, only to seo
their offspring scattered by waror rowilutlon.
One woman alono has seemed to bring happiness
and to live longer than other lu the people'

memory, and this woman, tho good and modesl Iwl
wlfeof ucn. Donnpnrte; wus not tho sun of mynl

This hnmignp lid to his grandmother. I9rthe Empress Josephine, wns greeted with up. IKplnuso and cries ot "Iuig llo tlio Kmpuor- IK' Yet It must bo riciunlzcd." added Napoleon 91III., "that lu 1810 thu marriage of Nu .iji-oi- j MI. with Mario Iiul-- o was n creal ncnti w&t
it wns n pledge ot the future, u real satis- - IKfaction for tho national pride, since our piopPi Iftiehtid tbo nncieill nnd Illustrious boue ITur Austria, which hnd so long made Wiir j?
upon us, seeking an iillluncn with the cleilid Ifti
chief of n now empire." Obviously, them was A Jtl
great tact In this allusion to the Kinpros
Mario 1jiiIso. Peril ips that which the Km-
pcror tuiulo noxt to tlio Princess llelciie ile i,
Mccklciiburg-Sdiwerlii- , widow of Hie Duo '

il'OrlMiiH, wns less oppnrttiiiu: "I tider the last if
rcicrn, on tbu contrary, wns not tbo self him if
of the country wounded when Iho hi Ir of del fclown vainly solicited during tunny years tlio I
nlllniiiciif n sovereign family nnd obtained m c
the end n prlncesi who wus doubtless nciotn- - j
dished, but only nt souindnry rank and of udif- - '

tcrcnt reliction I M. du Salnt-Auiaii- d reminds 1
ns that many persona thought at the time Hint m
Napoleon III. would have ilono better not to W
mention nn unfortunate princess who was still W

living and suflcring from nu unjust exile. L
On tbo oi ber hand, tno following pasrtgo wvs fgreeted with cnthuslnnu: " When, In fuco of old KEurope, ono Is eiurled by tho lone of u new

principle to tho height nf an undent dynasty, It Sf
Is not by attributing' nga to lilsbluniii, nnd mi k ft
Ing, nt any co, to Intro lino himself into the 9famllr of kint Ihal he makes himself m-- pla. 1
bin. Far rather Is it by always remembering his I
origin, by preserving his own cliurm (er, unl 1
frankly seeking the position of a liewiomer in f
tbo f ice of Europe, a glorious titlo when one ur-- th-
rives by tin-tre- e suffrages uf a great people." ( '
This sentence wusacclulmcd withuiianliiiusai-pl.iuso- .

"Thus." added Napoleon HI., " obliged
lo deviate from the precedents followed up c

to this day, my m.urliigo was simply uprliato S
matter. There remained only Iho choice of tbo I
person. Hero the Emperor expressed Willi '
emotion nil bis nflcc llnu tor his betrothed- - " -- oj
who haa become the inject of my pr formic is m
of lofty birth. Freni li b; education, bv the V

memory of tbo blond shed by her fiitln r for tbo fcauso of thu empire, sho tins, as u Sp iiilnrd, the
uilvnntnge of having no family In Kimiim to
which honors nnd dignities must bo given,
tllfted Willi all tho qualities of the-ou- l, sho
will bo tho ornament of tho throne, us. It. tho
hour uf danger, slut would become, mm of Its
eriurngeous supporters. Catholic nnd pious, h
will addicss to Heaven thu sumo prayers Hi.il I
do furthu wdfurouf l'r.ilito; gnu ions nnd good,
Mio will, in tlio samu position, I tlrmly hope,
renew tho virtues of tbo Empress Josi phiiip.
Luckily furNajHilcnn III., Ihu Kiujin ki Eugenie ,

was much more virtuous than .loephine. One ,;

excuses', however, n grandson tor pral-lii,- r, n.
slbly with enu4gcmtion.il grandmother who. in '
spit- uf excellent ( unl ties, did not nossess all
the "virtues," nnd tho allusion to the tlrst w,it
of Napoleon I. won received with niipbi-i-- It
whs lu the following words that IbeEmpit.l ,

llnlshed his dlsioimu: "I como, then,
men, to say to Franco: I huvu preferred i
woman whom 1 lovo and rcspci t to ,.(
unknown Icion. tho ndvantagrx of nn

with whom would bo mingled with sacri-
fices. Without show Ing disdain for any oae, j.

I yield to my IiicMimtions, but only after
consulting my na-o- n and my cone let Ions. '
Finallc, In placing Independence, tho qualities ,

of tho heart, and family happiness nhovo ilyniis.
tin prejudices, I shall nut liolers strong hccutise
I shall lw more free. Very soon. In betaking my-
self to Notro Dame. I ahull present the Empress
to the people mid the army ; the i unlldoncv they '

huic In mo will assure their sympathy In her
whom I havo chosen, and you, gentleman, in
learning to know her, will lio convinced tint at
this time, also, I havo been inspired by Provi-
dence." Seldom do words springing from tho
heart full lo affect an iiudlence. When tbo Em-
peror hnd concluded his discourse ll was replied
to by unanimous and fervent upplause.

VIII.
As soon an the announcement of the Emperor's

betrothal had been mado to the great bodies of
the State, Mme. do Montijo and her daugh-
ter quitted their apartment In the Place Ven- - I

dome nnd Installed themselves In the Elyse'a I

palace, where they were to remain until Sundny, I
Jan. 30, the date llxcd for the celebration ot thu
religious murrlago nt Notre Dame. I'ntll then
tho Emperor mado dally visits to tbo Elyscc,
whero ho paid his court to his betrothed and
carried her bouquets. On the ere uf ascending
the throno his lliincfo had a eb iritnblc inspir-
ation which pleased the Parisians. On Jan. 23
the Prefect of tho Sclno read to tho Municipal
Council a letter addressed to him by Mile, da
Montijo as soon as sho learned Ibut tlio Council
had determined to present her with a set of
diamonds. The letter ran as follows: "Mr.
Prefect: I am mil.--h affected on learning the '
generous decision nf the Municipal Council ot
Paris, which thus displays its sympathetic

tho union which tho Emperor has con-

tracted. Nevertheless, I experience a painful
sentiment when I think thnt tho tlrst public, net
attached to my name at tho moment ot my mar-
riage Is to Impose a considerable expenso upon
the city of Paris. Permit mo, then, not to
accept your gift, however flattering to mo;
you would make mo happier by employing
In charity tho sum you havo fixed uiwn
for tho purchase of tho ornaments the Municipal
Council w Ish to offer me. I desiro that my m.ir-rla-

Bholl not bo the occasion of uny new ex-
penso to tho country to which I hclnng hence-
forward, ond the solo thing I usplrctiils to share
with tho Emperor tbo love and esteem of the
French people." Moved by this letter, the Muni-
cipal Council unanimously agreed that. In confor-
mity with tbo wishes of the future sovereign,
tho sum of iKMl.OOO franca, which had been des-
tined for tho purchaso of n set of Jewels, should
be employed in founding an establishment where '

poor Miung girls should rccclvo n professional
education nnd which they should leave only
when provided with suitable positions. Tho es-
tablishment wns to bear the name of the Em-
press, nnd to bo placed under her protection.

Tho civil marrlnze was celebrated nt tho Tull-eric- a

on Saturday, Jan. 20. 1853. At 8 o'clock
In the evening, the Duo de Cuinbacfcrcs, Orand
Muster of Ceremonies, w cnt to the ElysePulace
with two escorted cnrrlnircs to seek the Emper-
or's betrothed nnd conduct her to the Tullerles.
Iho first cnrri.igo was occupied by two ladles of
the palace, and tho master of ceremonies; the i

second recihed Mile, de Montijo, her mother,
the Marquis de Vnldegamis, Ambassador or J
Spain nt Paris, nnd tho Duo do Cambnccrea. i
After the conclusion of Ihu civil mirrlnge the I
Empress wu tnken hock to the Klyscc with the
same ceremonial observed for ber arrival at tho i
Tnilrrloi, Thenceforward h was tn betrcited r-

ns a sovereign, 'iho Maniteur at Jan, 20 s
had already mado known tho formation of ,

her household, which wns composed ns '
follows: Orand Mistress, the Princesso u'Ess-lin-

Lidy of Honor, tlio Duchesso de Has- - i

sunn; ljulles of the Pulnce, the Comtesse ;
Oustave do Montobello, Mine. Fnray, the ,

Vliomtesso do i. tho llironnn ;
do Plcrrcs. tho llaronno do Main rut: Orand ,,

Master, Ocn, Comto Tascher de In Pogrrie;
Chamberlain, the Vlcomtii de Irav-Mnrnrsl-

Equirry, tho Huron do Plcrrcs. Thu rclliTlmg i

innrri ige, which wax eelebrited nt Notir D.iiuo t
the day lifter tbo dill marriage, wns one of i
those solemnities with which the whole ,

world rnnceriis Itself. At noon the inn- - f
nun of tho Invalldcs thundered joy--
mis salvos. Tho clarions bounded, tho
drums beat n salute. It wns the moment
when the Empress arrived nt the Tullerles by
thetlntenf the Pavilion nf Flora. Prlnco Napo '
lion mid the Princess Mathlldo were awnltliur
her at the foot of thn grand staircase Accom-
panied by King Jcromo, the Ministers. Marshals,
nnd Admirals, nnd tho Orand .Marshal of the
palace. Napoleon 111. nilMiucc-- beyond the
salon of tho Kmpcror to meet the Empress, led
her Into this salon, and, giving her his hand,
appeared on the balcony with her. llnth wore
received with Immense applause. Presently
the procession u Notro D.une begun it
march. It was preceded by the stuff of the
National Hoard, the Mounted National Ciuanl, a
squadron of the Seventh Ijituers and n stuff of
tbo Army of Purls mid of the First Military Di-
vision, Not luino two-hos- carriages hearing
tbu household of tlio Prin esse Mnthllde, the ,

Empress's ladles of tho pulnce, her First Cham- -

berlalii, tbeutllcersof the Em; erur's civil house-
hold, and tin Secretaries of Mate. Then came
ihrcoi.irrlaKcsdruwii hyslx horses each thnt
containing the Ormid Marshal of the Pulnce, the
Orand Chamberlain, the Orand Muster ot the
Einperm's hiui'chiild, and the Ijuly of Tlonnrl
tint of tbo Priniesso Mulhlldi! anil the

Montllo; that, tlnnlly, of King Jerome
and I'rliiio Napoleon. Now uppenred, preceded
by a squadron oMIulcU'H and tho general nltleers
no provided with commands, the right-hors-

carriage of tho Emperor and the Empress. It
w.is tlii'tiingnltliently gilded coach surmounted '

In an impf rial cinw n, whli b. nn Sept. 2, 104,
bail lo'iM'inl Nn polcon nnd.lnsepbiiio to Nulls
Dame for ihoicremiiny nf the coronation.

We shall not follow M, S d through
nil the details of tho imimslng ceremonial at
Nolle Dame. Wo shall only note nn liuic'etit
which to us. looking back upon tho distluy of
tlio imperial ii.ilr, must needs seem of sinister iaugury, At the moment when the procession i
had begun to mouitho follow Ing uiiiiliul or- - I
i lined: S'lirccly had thu ianl.i,;o wlildi ion- -

veyed their Mujestles left tlio iirch nf the Tull- - f
cries when the Imperial crown that iiuriiiiiunteil L
It became iletncbed nnd fell to the ground. It f
wns iii'ccisary to replace It ns quickly as f,
pncsihlc, but ineuiiwlillo to suspend the I.
iiiirdi, This could not lsc done without ere it- - I
Ini.--a oorlnlnscn-utln- ,u old of lira .
Pint Kn.plro pointed out tli.it Hie nunc tli.n i
had occurred under prcdsely the siuie mndl- - f
tlons nt thu time of the m irrl ige of Nat oh on I,
mid Mario lmlse. It was the huiui ciiricu'i. A

surmounted h the simo Imperial iinwii, aim it II
wus the same incident. N'upolcoi III li I
quired tbo reui,on nf thu deliy. When J
it was expl lined to him, his inipasc-r- . a
countenance betrayed, us usual, in emo-
tion, though h" must havo known wait b d
happened at tbo lime of the lu irrl icri "I Napo- -

lion I, Tho author of this I kill us out,
miiulrd with thn cruwd in th louii of Hi"
liuvr", he saw the pm, o,iuii s, II, says
'lint u iiumelo.a proseiitluiniii waruul li.iiith.it,
llko nil Incomparably brtiiiiful women, llku
Clcopntra, llko Murv Stuart, llku Mario An-
toinette, this luliulrufilubovercigii was destined
to calamities us cxcuptlonul as her fortune .
hor baaulgr. . . J. W. il ,t


